Elders don’t want to listen?
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In a tiny Alaskan Native village on the Yukon River, I had just finished a 20 minute multimedia presentation at a youth and elders conference on how youth, as the first digital generation, could easily preserve digitally elders wisdom and oral histories for all future generations.  The lead elder came up to me afterward and thanked me for keeping my presentation short saying; “Elders don’t want to hear about something they know nothing about.” The next presentation was scary anti-meth videos, and the same lead elder asked they stop and move on to something else after 1 ½ hours. The mood had become increasingly depressed. To my considerable frustration, many elders came up to me afterward excited about the possibilities I’d briefly made them aware of.

The next day, the lead elder came up to me again, and said “I’m going to be in your face.” As I grinned and braced myself, she said “Angela Huntington is here and brought all her historical photos, can you help her create a digital flipalbum with her narrations on her 150 photos as you did for me?”   Angela is THE grand lady of the Yukon, the wife of Sidney Huntington, who wrote “Shadows on the Koyukuk.”  Over the next four hours we sat as I took digital photos of her print photos and she narrated the historical details, particularly the names of everyone, most of whom had long passed. Soon as we finished, I made 20 CD copies and distributed them to the elders attending the conference. This was in 2006, and no one came forward to inquire as to what more might be possible.

It is now 2012.

There are more people alive now, 7 billion, than the total of human beings that have lived in recorded history. The Internet, and mobile devices, now in the hands of 6  billion globally, offers the potential to provide unlimited free educational opportunities to unlock this vast well of untapped human capacity building. How to stimulate the inner imaginations, and collective imaginative power of all global citizens will be the defining dynamic of the modern age.

Cisco’s whitepaper “The Learning Society” states that there is a global rural outmigration taking place. In the next decade, 2 billion rural citizens will swell the worst of the world’s slums.  Mobile phones have become both essential, and common place, among the majority of poor folks globally. The question stands whether ANY form of education could be both motivating and empowering to help these 2 billion souls 1. Learn to Learn, and 2. Learn to Earn, 3. Learn to help others with 1. And 2.. Could an “Each one Teach one” model be created where these citizens could earn a meal by encouraging and authenticating the learning outcomes of others?  How can short term pilot projects demonstrate what’s possible?
The “Love of learning” is the most essential attitude, and driver of purposeful behavior, that needs to be communicated to all 7 billion citizens in the short term. Consider the potential scale of the positive global change dynamics from peer mentors encouraging the growth in self-confidence, en masse, to the point where all global citizens begin to be intrinsically interested in learning new things and unlocking their untapped potential for self-actualization, and the profound implications at many levels. The exponential potential of effective collaboration has only begun to be recognized and quantized. Crowd-sourcing phenomena like Wikipedia, the 4th most visited web site, created totally by volunteers and now far larger than the Encyclopedia Britannica, begs the question of what more might be possible…by design, should we all suddenly make the choice to become intentionally innovative?!

Mainstream Perceptions of Seniors Is Changing
As a college student, I was the delivery boy for a drug store, making daily drug deliveries to a series of Rest Homes. I had never visited one before and saw devastating dementia and infirmary, as how many spend their final days.

Seniors today, live twice as long as those in the last century, making retirement more an opportunity for reinvention than a short wind-down to the end of living. In the past, the seniors demographic was viewed as a small tip of a pyramid. Foundations viewed getting seniors online as the lowest of priorities.  I.E. Too little return on investment, seniors are not interested, won’t take the initiative to do much, and will be gone soon enough, anyway.”   But the pyramid is now inverted, the numbers of seniors will continue to grow dramatically, and the vast majority is in no way “done with living fully!”
The Silver Tsunami

The truth be told, seniors in 2012 are the largest single voting demographic, and at 40 million strong, represent the most educated and wealthy generation in human history.  If all seniors committed to doing their best to help the world, and particularly each other, tens of billions in healthcare costs could be saved, and the wisdom of 40 million lifetimes could be leveraged for the good of all.

It is a fact, too few good people know how to leverage smart use of the Internet for the global public good.  If 40 million seniors chose to invest their next ten years toward meaningful activism, their impact would be 400 million human years of global capacity building, condensed into the next ten years…at a time where dramatic climatic, economic, and demographic shifts are causing disruptions at all levels.

Social Quantum Theory

Add footnotes for: (Hans Rosling’s 4 minute video and the Online learning video, and how web video empowers global innovation. ) Federal crowdsourcing article from Josh letter)
The new reach and capabilities of broadband, and particularly ubiquitous mobile technologies, have unlimited potential, particularly if new metrics can create a recursive mirror showing ongoing impacts at all levels. Perhaps the ONLY way 7 billion people can survive amid all the current disruption is by learning how to leverage the exponential potential of effective mass education and collaboration. If we all habitually give to others, what we receive back will be tenfold. (Pew Facebook report 2012 quantifies this dynamic). If we all chose NOT to do so, we share the risk that specific needs will not be matched with available resources, and literally the future of billions of citizens is at risk, even within just the next ten years.

Briefly, consider that the numbers of seniors are growing exponentially with projected increasing impacts on healthcare costs, the workforce, the economy and the very nature of society. What we all do from here on out will define the future of our global society, our one human family, and quite literally the future of the world. 

Add footnote: Ted videos: 7 billion others, Virtual choir.

Seniors range from those suffering advanced aging with minimal capability, to those who are in good health, and are the most highly educated, and wealthy generation in human history. Consider the opportunities for seniors at the various levels helping one another to assure everyone gets what they most need:
Tier one: Those seniors with mental and physical deficiencies need services to extend their independent living as long as possible, to minimize unnecessary healthcare costs, and maximize quality of living.  50 million Americans have some type of disability, and 100 million Americans are involved with supporting family members with a disability.  Broadband and new health information technology innovations are booming. Even those with severe limitations can often be effective providing social contact and encouragement to others, with communications tools as simple as Skype.
Tier Two: The vast majority of seniors have the ability, if properly motivated, to learn, retain, and take action on many fronts, from the convenience and social safety of any location they prefer. While 90 million seniors lack a GED, Elearning innovations, even a Sesame Street for Seniors, offers the potential for anyone to learn anything, anytime, from anywhere.  And to be able to create online fun, social, learning instructional opportunities for others. Ex. A dozen senior women make a living teaching online at www.quiltuniversity.com  Many others teach via Udemy.com where anyone can use free online tool to create their own free or fee-based video online courses.

Articulating a Call to Action could mobilize all caring seniors around producing meaningful outcomes, combining “caring and connectivity” by providing either volunteer “Telecare” services, or “for-profit” personal care services for Tier One seniors. This could save tens of billions in unnecessary healthcare costs, while creating tens of thousands of home-based businesses for seniors to supplement their retirement incomes and to fuel national economic growth. The opportunities for widespread innovation and invention is unparalleled, particularly if congress votes to allow medicare reimbursement for telecare services.
Many other “knowledge age” instructional entrepreneurship opportunities are possible. In a product economy, once the corn market is saturated, no more corn can be sold, but in a knowledge economy, as more and more people get online and establish new interests and the motivation to learn more, there is no saturation point, and the growth potential is unlimited. As people become better educated, they grow their capacity to “learn to earn”, and the market for innovative knowledge products continues to grow.

Tier Three:

60 IS the new 40. In the last century, the average lifespan was half what is it today. Not only are people living longer, they are in much better health in their later years than previous generations, able to do whatever they want to do, often into their 80s and beyond.

Roughly 20 million seniors are the most educated and wealthy generation in human history. Most current leaders in all levels of government, corporations, and foundations, are seniors. And most seniors prefer to remain in the workforce longer than has been traditionally accepted, and our economic needs their expertise to stay in the workforce as trained replacements are in short supply. The convenience of home-based telework makes this more viable than ever.

Retirement in 2012 should be viewed as an opportunity for reinvention, a time to do something new and meaningful. Programs that inspire what MORE is possible for seniors are sorely needed, to counter the very wrong perception that life is about to end.  If these 20 million educated seniors took action collectively, anything is possible. A national call to action could engage and empower millions in the short term in a very focused number of new initiatives to mitigate the disruptive impacts of most modern challenges.

Tom Brokaw hosted a TV special on Baby Boomers, and in closing, asked the panel “Has your generation accomplished what you thought it would?” And the answer came back  “Not Yet.”  And that’s the opportunity – to leave our legacy by mobilizing as the greatest generation.

Boomers: The Story of History's Wealthiest and Most Influential - CNBC
www.cnbc.com/id/34840866/
There is a book “Digital Afterlife” that talks about what legacy seniors might choose to leave for the world, online.  For the first time in human history, anyone can leave the wisdom of their lives online for all future generations, and in many forms, such as compassionate videos, art, music, photography, online courses, lessons, etc.

When your life ends, what will you have put online for the children of the future?

